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ing that progress, of diverting the restless or angry masses
from advance. The rise of fascism in Germany from 1933,
financed by the haute bourgeoisie, was the most obvious
example of a general and ominous trend. In Indian Isl5m, a
few years later, the wealthy conservatives saw the value
of the new League policy, building up a strong and aggres-
sive organization, thoroughly communalist and anti-national-
ist, and able to control the allegiance of a large and power-
ful group. Consequently they encouraged Mr. Jfinnah's
venture, backing him staunchly with funds and other aid.
Fascism in Europe has looked to the barons of big business
for its financial support, but for emotional support it has
drawn on the economically and otherwise frustrated petty
bourgeoisie. Its especial fountain of enthusiasm has been the
idealistic middle-class youth. A similar situation has been
found with the Muslim League. Big industrialists in India
are not usually Muslims, so that the League was supported
financially rather by landlords and high officials. (There
was hardly a Muslim member of either of these two classes
who. was not favourable to the League.) But the zealous
ardour of its impetuous programme was provided by the
young men of the middle classes.
That the Muslim League underwent a basic change about
1936 and soon after, is revealed in the fact that its young
enthusiasts to-day think of the League and speak of it as
being only five or six years old. Jinnah, in his presidential
address at Lucknow, 1937, admitted that the organization
had never before been in touch with any but the upper
strata of Muslims. He virtually admitted also that it had
launched forth in its new activities since the preceding
year in ofder to win votes at the coming elections, with
their widened franchise. "On the 12th April, 1936, the
Muslim League at its Sessions, the first time in its history,
under-took the policy and programme of mass contact. The
League considered the prevailing conditions and surveyed
the situation ffeat we had to face the forthcoming
elections ..."*,
Reorganization on the   new lines was not,   however